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culum of the convents, and of inculcating among the pupils a warm
devotion to the Sacred Heart. Indeed, by this time, the Soeurs du Sacre
Cceur were famed all over France, and their convents, expecially that of
Paris, taught the daughters of many of the first families in the Kingdom*
Side by side with these, more or less aristocratic high schools, the nuns
have always maintained in each centre a school for poor children, and this
custom is not the least of the many happy features of this great educa-
tional Institute,
As the " Liberal " Party affected to regard die King, Charles X, and
the Royalists generally as the " tools of the Jesuits ! " it is not surprising to
learn that during the July Revolution (1830), Madame Barat wisely
decided to close the house in Paris for a time, and remove the Novitiate
to Switzerland. But this indefatigable woman never ceased her labours.
During this period she founded no less than fourteen orphanages for
the children of the victims of the terrible cholera visitation of 1832, and
also commenced at Turin the system of retreats for women of the world
which has since become established almost everywhere. By 1837, the
Society possessed no fewer than 41 houses, 27 in France, and 14 abroad,
and two years later a general Council of the Superiors of the various con-
vents was held in Rome. It was there decided to divide the Society into
provinces and to have both the Mother-House and the Novitiate in the
Eternal City for three years, but the opposition of the French bishops,
notably that of Mgr. de Quelen and Mgr, Affre (Paris), and most of the
nuns, proved too strong, and in 1843 ^ie Mother-House was restored
to Paris, first in the old Convent of the Feuillantines (Faubourg St
Jacques) and then in the Rue de Varennes.
Those fateful years were followed by very remarkable developments.
High Schools of the Sacre Cceur were established in 1850 in Holland,
Italy, Spain, North America, England and Ireland.1 That year the holy
Foundress lost her agelong friend and counsellor, Pfere Varin, but she
was long ere this the moving power that, under God, directed the whole
foundation of the Sacre Cceur. To great firmness of will she joined the
deepest sympathy and kindness, and that happy faculty of letting people
do their work in their own way. Like Napoleon and all great leaders, she
knew by a sort of intuition the right persons for whatever task had to be
1 The Sacred Heart Nuns opened a convent at Berrymead, near Acton, in 1841. In 1850,
they acquired " Elm Grove," Roehampton, a property formerly belonging to Lord Ellenborougk.
The first Superior was Mother Charlotte Goold. The present beautiful Chapel was opened,
1872, and the same year Rev. Mother Digby became Superior, Under her and Mother Henri-
etta Kerr, the school greatly developed, and the Children of Mary became very flourishing under
Lady Georgiana Fullerton and Lady Lothian. The late Mother Janet Stuart, the well-known
authoress of The Education of Catholic Girls, was Superior-Vicar from 1894 till 1911. The
number of boarders exceeds 130.